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shall be reason and justice. And we promise on our behalfe to
re-answere in like degree in all that Your Highnesse shall have
need out of these our kingdomes. And wee desire that Your
Highnesse would be pleased to send us answere by this bearer
of this our letter, that wee may thereby understand of your royall
acceptance of the friendship and league which wee offer, and
greatly desire may have an happie beginning, with long yeares to
continue.
At his [i.e. the general's] next going to the court, hee had long
conference with the king concerning the effect of the Queenes
letter, wherewith the king seemed to be very well pleased, and
said, if the contents of that letter came from the heart, he had
good cause to thinke well thereof. And for the league Her
Majestie was desirous to hold with him, hee was well pleased
therewith. And for the further demands the generall made from
her, in respect of the merchants trafficke, he had committed all
those points to two of his noblemen, to conferre with him; and
promised what Her Majestie had requested should by all good
meanes bee granted. With this contented answere, after another
banquet appointed for the general, he departed the court. And
the next day he sent to those noblemen the king had named to
him, to know their appointed time when they would sit upon this
conference. The one of these noblemen was the chiefe bishope1 of
the realme, a man of great estimation with the king and all the
people; and so he well deserved, for he was a man very wise and
temperate. The other was one of the most ancient nobilitie, a
man of very good gravitie, but not so fit to enter into those
conferences as the bishop was. A day and a meeting was
appointed, where many questions passed betwixt them. And all
the conferences passed in the Arabicke tongue, which both the
bishop and the other nobleman well understood. Now the
1 Islam has no hierarchy; but evidently it was the practice at Achin for one
ecclesiastic to be in authority over the rest. Davis (Purchas, vol. i, bk. iii, p.
122) says that 'they have an archbishop and spiritual dignities.* In 1615 we
find a present given by the English to the * Bishop of Achin' (Letters Received,
vol. m, p. 97); and Bowrey, who was there in 1675, relates (Countries round
the Bay of Bengal, p. 314) an incident in which 'the Siddy or Bishop of
Achin* set free a mulla who had been condemned to death. By * Siddy * is here
meant sayyid, a title given to one claiming descent from the family of the
Prophet, through his grandson Hasan.